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continuation of the Hung Hen lu; the latter being a historical work embracing the annals of the Wu tai period (907-960), the Sung, Liao, Hia, and Kin dynasties. The Yuan shi lei pien, although only an abstract of the Yuan shi, is a very valuable book of reference, for the learned author has added a great deal of interesting matter, drawn for the greater part from rare works of the Mongol period. Tlxe first ten chapters comprise an abstract of the annals of the Yuan shi, and have been translated by Father ffaiibil in his "Histoire de Gentchiseau et de toute la Dynastie des Mongous," 1739. A curious ancient map is found at the head of the Yuan shi lei pien. It bears the title so mo t'u, "map of the desert," and comprises the Mongolian desert and the adjacent countries. The map has the appearance of a reproduction of an ancient map compiled in the clays of the Mongols. There are some names of places marked, especially in the neighbourhood of Kara-korum, which are not mentioned in the Yuan shi or in other works ; and it is very unlikely that Kiai shan drew this map up from the descriptions at his disposal. A E6musat in his "Becherches sur la Ville de Kara-koroum" (1817), gives an incomplete reproduction of it. See also Klaproth's "Mdm. Eel. a 1'Asie," L 93, 164.
In 1866, Archimandrite PtMadws made the learned world (in Eussia) acquainted with a Chinese, or rather Mongol historical work of considerable importance. In the fourth volume of the " Eecords of the Eussian Ecclesiastical Mission at Peking" lie presented a Eussian translation of the Yuan ctiao pi shi, or " Secret History of the Mongol Dynasty." In the introduction to his translation Palladius gives a minutely detailed history of the work, from which we learn that it was originally written in Mongol, and had been finished in A.D. 1240 at the time of a great assembly on the river Kcrulun. It treats of the early history of the Mongols, the reign of Chinghiz and the beginning of the reign of Ogotai. In the early